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Context. Noncredit education represents an important but poorly documented function of
community colleges’ role in their local labor markets. Using a survey of state-level
community college leaders, this study explores enrollment, funding, accountability and
data reporting at community colleges around the country. In addition, the authors analyze
the relationships between items in the survey to better understand the landscape of
noncredit education.

Methodology. The authors reviewed data from the 2015 National Survey of Access and
Finance Issues administered annually to members of the National Council of State
Directors of Community Colleges. Forty-nine out of 51 community college or college
system leaders responded, although not to every survey item. Respondents were also
asked whether they agreed or disagreed with several statements about noncredit
education.

Findings

e Enrollment. Respondents identified total enrollment of 2.8 million students. Enrollment
in occupational training, employer-sponsored training, and precollege remediation
were nearly equal at 29%, 28%, and 29% of total enrollment, respectively. Personal
interest courses comprised 11% of enrollment.

e fFunding. More than half of respondents (22 out of 40) reported receiving state funds,
most commonly paid on an hour-based approach. Roughly three-quarters of
respondents received state funding for occupational training, employer-sponsored
training, and precollege remediation.

e Datareporting. Seven out of 10 respondents responded that noncredit data collection
occurred at the state level. Enrollment is most commonly reported, followed by course
type and demographics.

o Agreement with statements. Out of seven statements presented to state directors, five
met with general agreement and two with general disagreement. Statements most likely
to be supported were 1) Community colleges are eligible training providers under
WIA/WIOA and 2) business leaders see community colleges as primary training
providers in their states. Directors mostly disagreed with the following statements: 1)
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noncredit-to-credit program articulation is common in community colleges; and 2)
Pressures to report noncredit student success causes colleges to restrict access to
noncredit courses and programs.

Relationships between variables. Overwhelmingly, states that fund noncredit education
are also states where noncredit education is reported.



