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Context. The Education and Employment Research Center partnered with agency and
institutional staff in three states — lowa, Louisiana, and Virginia— on a multi-year project to
explore the data infrastructure of their postsecondary noncredit coursework. Researchers
analyzed data at the course/program level for each state, identified common features and
gaps, and developed recommendations for strengthening data infrastructure applicable to
other states.

Policy Context. The partner states offered a variety of noncredit courses with a focus on
occupational needs. State funding for noncredit occupational education strengthened
institutions’ commitment to provide noncredit programs and establish data systems to
track them. lowa has an established formula funding program and several grant programs;
Virginia provides an extensive grant program called Virginia FastForward; Louisiana
provided little funding until the 2022 establishment of the M.J. Foster Promise Program,
which provides funding for students in high-demand offerings, both credit and noncredit.

Noncredit data inventory. Data elements across the three states vary in definitions,
reporting mechanisms, and data availability, making cross-state comparisons challenging.
Analysis shows differing levels of data availability in virtually every category across the
partner states, undermining their ability to understand student demographics, evaluate
delivery models and credentials, or track employment outcomes.

Cross-state data comparison. EERC examined basic characteristics of offerings and
students to identify common features across the partner states. Workforce-oriented
offerings made up the vast majority, ranging from 71 percent in lowa to 82 percentin
Virginia. Occupational training offerings were short in all three states, ranging from a
median of 26 contact hours in lowa to 100 hours in Virginia’s grant-funded FastForward
courses. Notably, these offerings fall far short of the 150 contact hours required for current
federal legislation to fund Short-Term Pell grants.

The most common credential received upon completion was the industry-awarded
certification: all of Virginia’s completers received them, as did 93.2% of Louisiana
completers and 53.9% of lowa completers. In lowa and Louisiana, roughly three-quarters
received a college-awarded certificate; no comparable data was available for Virginia.
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Post-completion labor market data was reliably available for Virginia, which tracks all
students enrolled in non-credit offerings. lowa could access data on only 42.6 percent of
occupational students, and Louisiana fewer than 10 percent.

Recommendations

1. Ensure that noncredit offerings reflect the priorities of the state and community
college system.

2. Take aninventory of current data elements captured within individual states, and set
an agenda for adding relevant data elements over time.

3. Prioritize the collection of demographic data to provide avenues for more nuanced
understandings of educational access and equity.

4. Inventory offerings that could meet the 150-contact-hour requirement currently
being considered as part of the Short-Term Pell Grant proposals and consider
packaging collections of courses to become Pell-eligible.



