
 
 
 
Summary: Noncredit education: Specialized programs to meet 
local needs 
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This chapter describes the noncredit environment and primary functions of noncredit 
education in community colleges, with an emphasis on how they address local needs. 
Noncredit courses and programs typically receive less attention than credit programs 
because they do not receive federal funding or state-level funding in many states. 
Furthermore, lack of funding leads to a lack of accountability, since policymakers are less 
likely to require colleges to report on academic offerings that receive no public support. Yet 
noncredit offices within colleges play important roles in meeting community needs in four 
key areas represented in the D’Amico et al. (2014) noncredit typology: occupational 
training; sponsored occupational (contract) training; pre-college including remediation, 
adult education, and English as a second language (ESL); and personal interest.  
 
Occupational training is geared toward individuals seeking to gain or improve job skills 
leading to initial or better employment. Courses are typically available through an open 
registration process and are paid for by individuals through either their own resources or 
third-party funding. The cost varies based on program area, course, or program duration, 
and the availability of state subsidies.  
 
Sponsored occupational (contract) training is occupational training arranged by special 
contract with private or public organizations. Sponsored noncredit training can be specific 
training developed for an organization, or leading to an industry-based standard. Payment 
often comes from the contracting organization, but could also come from a government-
funded economic development training mechanism.  
 
Personal interest courses support local community interests, reinforce community 
engagement with the college, and may even contribute to economic development efforts. 
They are self-paid and typically do not receive state subsidies. Common examples include 
ballroom dancing and cake decorating, although the purpose of courses determines 
whether they are personal interest or occupational.  
 
Precollege remediation provides adult education and high school completion services. 
Some primary programs include adult basic education, ESL, high school equivalency 
preparation, and some aspects of developmental studies. In 15 states, higher education 
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entities are the adult education providers recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, 
and precollege remediation is more prevalent at institutions in these states.  
 
Across the spectrum of noncredit courses, four key elements recur.  

• Region and industry specificity.  
• Funding flexibility to meet local needs.  
• Meeting needs where they exist in local communities.  
• Emergence of stackable credentials through noncredit-to-credit articulation. 


